[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image4.jpg]



“You might have yet another temptation: the boredom of seeing yourself doing the same thing over and over, or discouragement at seeing only little or no success in them. But the remedy for the first is to think that only perseverance wins the crown and that all is lost without it.  For the second, it is to be convinced that God asks you only that you cast your nets into the sea, and not that you catch the fish because that is up to Him to make them go into the nets.  Have no doubt that He will do so if, having fished all night long despite the difficulties of the undertaking and the hardness of people’s hearts-almost all asleep to the things of God-you wait patiently for day to come, for the Sun of Justice to awaken them, and for His light to illuminate and warm them.  To this work and patience, you must join humility, prayer and good example; then you will see the glory of the Saviour.” 

Letter to Antoine Fleury, in Saintes 1658

Coste P. Correspondence, Conferences, Documents Eng Trans 1997 [VOL 7 L 2710, p356]
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· How easily do I succumb to the temptation of boredom and discouragement in my SVP work?

· Is my motivation for what I do in the Society grounded in my ability and aspirations or rooted in God’s Spirit leading and guiding me?

· How much time and attention do I give to discerning what God is asking of me each day, each visit, each time I relate with another? 
· How much of my life is lived ‘asleep to the things of God’? 


 

· In this month of remembering, call to mind some of the people you have come to know through your membership of the SVP. Praise and thank God for the gift of their lives.

· Read the Gospel of the Miraculous Catch of Fish, Luke5:1, imagine you are there part of the scene.  Allow Jesus’ words and presence to speak to you.  Reflect on what they mean for your daily living.

· Ask the intercession of Mary, Our Mother, who was such a willing servant of God’s Will, to help and guide you in your daily living and the work you undertake for the Society.  

LISTENING TO THE WISDOM OF OUR 


PATRON


November is a month of remembering. The summer light fading from the trees, our loved ones who have died, the vast army of good people who have shaped and influenced us and are no longer with us, the countless unknown men and women who have lost their lives in the horrors of war.  Around the globe, this month will bring a moment of silence to remember the courage and heroism of those killed as a result of conflict.  In churches, communities and schools, the names of loved ones no longer with us are recorded and prayers offered for them.  Although the falling leaves of November remind us of the mystery of life and death they also hint at the promise of new life.  Liturgically November marks the end of the year and the beginning of Advent with its expectant waiting for The Word Made Flesh in Jesus. 





























Questions to ponder from these words of 


St Vincent!








Suggestions for prayer











