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“God sometimes allows these great disturbances, which unsettle the most secure states, to remind earthly sovereigns that they are answerable to His Kingship and are just as dependent as their subjects.  Later He re-establishes them; in a word, He raises up and puts down whoever He pleases and whomsoever He wishes.  It is for us to adore His ways and trust in His goodness.” 
Letter to Charles Ozenne 8th October 1655
Coste P. Correspondence, Conferences, Documents Eng Trans 1994 [VOL 5 L 1939, p449]

“Mon Dieu! Monsieur, how worried I shall be until I receive some letters from you, informing me of the state of public affairs and of the Company! I certainly sympathise with you, knowing that your charitable heart is sustaining not only its personal sorrow but also that of others.  May God be pleased to strengthen you in these hardships, enlighten you in your doubts, and bring you safely to the place where Providence intends to lead your little bark.  Trust firmly in God’s guidance and encourage your people to have this trust in the present disturbances; the storm will abate, and the calm will be greater and more pleasing than ever.”

Letter to Charles Ozenne 15th October 1655

Coste P. Correspondence, Conferences, Documents Eng Trans 1994 [VOL 5 L 1942, p454]
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· How are these current times of economic instability, Middle East unrest, and diminishing integrity and morality in those leading and shaping our society affecting my relationship with God?   Is my trust in Divine Providence strengthened or weakened by ‘the state of public affairs’? 
· In what additional ways, materially and spiritually, can I assist those I visit with the effects of cutbacks?  
· How much time and attention have I given to discerning what God is asking of me in the social climate of 2012?   Do I realise that I can make a difference, that as followers of Jesus that is what we are called to do?

 

· As you start each day take a few minutes to sit quietly in the Presence of God, aware of His love gifting you with a new day of living, holding you in being. Try not to use words just allow yourself to know that you are loved by God. Nothing can take away that love, no matter what happens God loves you unconditionally. 
· At the end of the day again spend a few minutes looking back over the day noticing the times that brought you close to God and those that hid His presence. 
· Our Lady told St Catherine that she wants to help us by interceding with her son, Jesus, for our needs. Take time to tell her about all that bothers you, in the same way that you would tell a friend. She is our friend and mother.
Questions to ponder from these words of 


St Vincent!








Suggestions for prayer











